
REGULAR TOWN COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
MARCH 2, 2020 

Minutes of the Regular Town Commission Meeting of the Town of Ocean Ridge held on Monday, 
March 2, 2020 at 6:00 PM in the Town Hall Commission Chambers. 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Coz at 6:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
Town Clerk Armstrong led the roll call, which was answered by the following: 

Commissioner Besler 
Mayor Coz 
Commissioner de Haseth 
Commissioner Hurlbmt 
Vice Mayor MaGruder 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 

Mayor Coz led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, MODIFICATIONS, AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Town Manager Stevens announced that the agenda was revised to include item #7 A, Resolution 2020-07, 
declaring a state of emergency and repealing Resolution 2020-05. 

Commissioner Hurlburt moved to approve the agenda as amended; seconded by Commissioner 
Besler. Motion Carried 5-0. 

PRESENTATION 
a. Plaque Presentation for Vice Mayor MaGruder & please join us for refreshments after the meeting. 

Town Manager Stevens presented Vice Mayor MaGruder with a plaque to honor him for his dedicated 
years of service on the Commission and various boards. She announced that light refreshments would be 
available after the Town Commission Meeting. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
a. The Planning & Zoning Commission meeting to be held on March 16th at 8:00 AM at Town Hall was 

cancelled. The next Septic to Sewer Citizens' Advisory Committee Meeting will be held on April 9th 

at 8:3 0 AM at Town Hall. The next Regular Town Commission meeting will be held on April 6th at 
6:00 PM at Town Hall. 

b. The Presidential Preference Primary Election will still be held at Town Hall on March 17, 2020. Polls 
are open from 7 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

c. There will be a "Meet & Greet" with incoming Town Commissioner Maitin Wiescholek at Town 
Hall on Wednesday, March 4°1 beginning at 6:00 p.m. Please join us for light refreshments and 
conversation. 

cl. The Garden Club and the Town of Ocean Ridge present the "Save the Seas - Plastic Free" event at 
Town Hall on Saturday, March 2l51 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The purpose of this event is to 
engage, inform, and inspire everyone to conserve our environment. We hope to see you there! 

e. Census Day is April 1, 2020. Please be aware that important census information will be delivered 
via mail with instructions on how to complete the census information whether it be online, over the 
phone, or through the mail. 

f. The Town Commission will consider appointments to the following Board positions at the April 6, 
2020 Town Commission meeting: Board of Adjustment, two regular members for a three year term, 
one regular member for a 2 year term, and two alternates for a two year term; and Planning & Zoning 
Commission, tlu·ee regular members for a three year term. Interested residents must be registered to 
vote in Ocean Ridge and submit a resume and letter of interest to the Town Clerk by the deadline of 
March 20, 2020. Incumbents are exempted from the resume and letter of interest requirement. 
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g. Residents who wish to sign up to receive important Town notifications and news through Civic Ready 
should sign up on the Town's website or call Town Hall for assistance. 

h. Next on the agenda is public comment. The Mayor will invite the public to speak to the Commission 
on any item that is not printed on the agenda. Public comments on specific agenda items may be 
made later in the meeting when the items are taken up. There is a one-time per item three (3) minute 
individual limit for public comments that will be timed by the Town Clerk. Public comment is not 
meant to be a question and answer period, and there will be no dialogue. Anyone wishing to speak 
during public comment will approach the podium and state their name and address for the record, 
and see the Town Clerk after speaking to fill out a speaker card in order for the minutes to be properly 
recorded. 

Mayor Coz congratulated the Garden Club on their Tropical Nights Gala Event that was held on Saturday, 
February 29 th • He stated that the event was a success. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mayor Coz called for Public Comment. 

Terry Brown, Harbour Drive South, summarized his conversation with the Mayor of Boynton Beach by 
stating that the City of Boynton Beach did not have a plan in place to deal with the flooding on Ocean 
Avenue; and that the money paid for Fire and Emergency Medical Services by the Town was not covering 
the cost of services provided by the City Boynton Beach. Town Manager Stevens stated that a report will 
be required from the City of Boynton Beach to show the cost of Fire and Emergency Medical Services. 

Betty Bingham, 1 E. Ocean Avenue, commended the Police Department for enforcing the noise level 
ordinance. 

Carol Besler, 5609 Old Ocean Blvd, Vice President of the Garden Club, thanked the Town for all their 
support in hosting the Tropical Nights Gala Event. She further thanked all those that helped with set up and 
that attended the event. She mentioned that it was a success and a lot of donations were received. 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA (Items that do not require discussion) 
1. a. Adopt Minutes of Regular Town Commission Meeting of February 3, 2020. 

b. Approve the expenditure ofup to $11,475 for town-wide mulching in FY20. 

Commissioner de Haseth moved to approve the Consent Agenda as submitted; seconded by Vice 
Mayor MaGruder. Motion carried 5-0. 

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
2. Grant Funding (By: Town Manager Stevens & Ryan Ruskay of RMPK Funding) 
Town Manager Stevens read her memo into the record, which can be found in the Town Commission 
Package. She introduced Ryan Ruskay, representative from RMPK Funding, to discuss grant funding and 
administration. 

Ryan Ruskay, representative from RMPK Funding, introduced his firm and informed the Commission that 
his firm assists Counties and Municipalities receive grant funding for capital projects. He commented that 
the town was in the next phase of the project, which was determining cost and the appropriation of the cost. 
He stated that the town should also focus on mitigation for the age of systems and any failure that may 
occur in a storm or heavy rainfall situation. 

Mayor Coz asked about the funding, and Mr. Ruskay responded that it would roughly be $75,000-$150,000. 
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Town Manager Stevens asked for clarification on the cost to the town for RMPK Funding to provide 
services. Mr. Ruskay clarified that the cost would be $4,500 for application and administration of the grant. 

Mayor Coz asked for an estimate on a grant awarded amount. Mr. Ruskay stated that grants may range from 
$4 million to $6 million for capital improvements, but he stated that grant amount may increase if the project 
is done in phases. Commissioner de Haseth asked if many of the available grants are matching grants. Mr. 
Ruskay responded that many of the grants are matching in some way. 

Commissioner de Haseth asked if most funds come from the Federal Government or if from private entities. 
Mr. Ruskay stated that most grants come from Federal dollars. Commissioner Besler asked if the grants 
would be retroactive and pay for the work completed prior to receiving the grant, and Mr. Ruskay responded 
that some may offer retroacting funds, but Federal funds usually do not. 

Town Manager Stevens asked if the funds received from grants would pay for RMPK Funding to administer 
the grant. Mr. Ruskay stated that there is no administration payment for planning grants, but grants in the 
latter phase may pay for the administration of the grant. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder asked if the Vulnerability Assessment Study would provide more information for 
the conversion process. Mr. Ruskay stated that it would, and stated that Planning grants would have helped 
pay for the vulnerability study. Commissioner Besler asked if the funds appropriated for the vulnerability 
study had already been expended, and if they could apply for a planning grant to pay the cost of the 
vulnerability study. Town Manager Stevens stated that funds had not been expended. Mr. Ruskay stated 
that the timing would not work because it takes time to apply and to get awarded the grant which would not 
be in time for the study. 

Mayor Coz asked about the timeline of mandated sewer conversion. Mr. Ruskay stated that sewer 
conversion is a moving target and that there are a lot of variables in play for a mandate. Town Manager 
Stevens noted that everything can change based on who is in the state seat, and Mr. Ruskay concurred. 

Leonard Phillips, 5505 N. Ocean Blvd, asked for the confidence level of the firm to produce grants that 
would get awarded. Mayor Coz stated that other municipalities have used the firm and had results. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder moved to authorize Town Manager Stevens to negotiate a contract with 
RMPK Funding for Grant Administration services to apply for a planning grant for septic to sewer 
conversion, and to expend funds in an amount not to exceed $4,500; seconded by Commissioner 
Hurlburt. Motion carried 5-0. 

Town Manager Stevens reminded the Commission that the Septic to Sewer Citizens' Advisory Committee 
recommended that the Town dedicate the revenue from the Infrastructure Surtax funds for the Septic to 
Sewer conversion. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment, and there was none. 

Town Attorney Shutt asked if there was any recommendation from the Infrastructure Surtax Committee. 
Town Manager Stevens stated that per the Palm Beach County Ordinance, the Infrastructure Surtax 
Committee does not serve as a recommending body, but oversees the funds to ensure that they are expended 
for approved projects. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder moved to approve the recommendation of the Septic to Sewer Citizens' 
Advisory Committee to dedicate the one cent infrastructure surtax revenue for the purpose of septic 
to sewer conversion; seconded by Commissioner Besler. Motion Carried 5-0. 
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3. Beautification Requests (By: Town Manager Stevens) 
Town Manager Stevens read her memo into the record, which can be found on the Town Commission 
Package. She introduced Colonial Ridge President George Lettis to present the beautification project for 
Colonial Ridge. 

George Lettis, President of Colonial Ridge, 5505 N. Ocean Blvd., hosted a presentation in which he noted 
the history of Colonial Ridge and their access to the beach granted by their deed. He stated the issue was 
brought up in the past, and that the plan would be to remove the pavement and grading from their beach 
access and to install native plants, with all on-gong maintenance to be handled by Colonial Ridge. He 
requested that the Town Commission appropriate funds to aid in the removal process of the pavement. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder asked if there would be curbing added, and Mr. Lettis responded that the native 
plants will be brought up to the road, but there would be a barrier along the side of the road to deter cars. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment. 

Terry Brown, Harbour Drive South, was in favor of the project and commented that all plants placed by the 
dune would need approval from the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) prior to being installed. 
He also commented that a step-off area should be considered near the entrance for pedestrians. Mayor Coz 
stated that Colonial Ridge representatives will work alongside staff to work out the safety measures. 

Mayor Coz asked for an estimate on how many people walk on Old Ocean Blvd. Police Chief Hutchins 
stated that it is a heavy foot traffic street. 

Mayor Coz asked if a motion for beautification projects can be made separately for each. Town Manager 
Stevens commented that the motions can be made separately, but Commissioners should wait until the end 
to make any motions. Commissioner Hurlburt concurred. 

AJ Emmanuel, 33 Sabal Island Drive, hosted a presentation and explained that the improvements needed 
to be made for safety and beautification purposes. He further explained that there is inadequate lighting on 
the island, and that there is dying vegetation that is in need of being replaced. He stated that the plan in 
regards to safety was to add lighting to common areas including the island bridge and two triangles on the 
island, to install up-lighting, and add incremental pole lighting. He further stated that the beautification plan 
was to install irrigation at the bridge to support the planting of new vegetation and to add island signage. 

Commissioner de Haseth thanked Mr. Emmanuel for all his hard work on obtaining the information. 
Commissioner Besler asked if there would be a way to cut the cost down. Mr. Emmanuel stated that the 
number can be revisited, but the costs obtained where based on proposals received from contractors. 
Commissioner Besler asked if Sabal Island residents would be able to contribute more funds to the project. 
Mr. Emmanuel stated that due to other waterfront legal issues, many members cannot spend more than the 
amount already donated. 

Mayor Coz raised the issue of the cost and asked if the residents were able to price match it. Mr. Emmanuel 
stated that he understands the issue and the numbers can be revisited. Vice Mayor MaGruder stated that 
there may be ways to decrease the cost, such as solar lighting. Mr. Emmanuel stated that solar lighting was 
explored but there would be issues on foggy or rainy days. 

Mayor Coz noted that Mr. Lower recommended native plants to be selected. Commissioner de Haseth asked 
for Mr. Lower to give an update to the Commission. Jerry Lower, 2 Harbour Drive South, requested that 
they reconsider the plantings selected, and recommended for native plantings that require less watering and 
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are less prone to allergic reactions. He stated that the price can be reconsidered, and that he would be willing 
to work with Sabal Island residents on their beautification project. Mr. Emmanuel stated that any 
suggestions would be welcomed. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment. 

Stella Kolb, 204 Beachway, asked for clarification on the request. Mayor Coz explained the request from 
Mr. Emmanuel. 

Terry Brown, Harbour Drive South, asked who would pay for recurring expenses of electrical and irrigation. 
Town Manager Stevens stated that that future electrical and irrigation cost would be paid by the town since 
it would be placed on the town's property. Commissioner de Haseth asked how much the recurring cost 
would be, and Town Manger Stevens estimated about $100 per month for electrical and irrigation. 

Bruce Hindin, 5 Sabal Island Drive, noted that the community members were using their expertise to defer 
a lot of the costs. He also noted that this project would be beneficial to the entire town and that the 
beautification project would allow Sabal Island to match other neighborhoods in the community. Mayor 
Coz stated that the issue is the expense of the beautification project. Mr. Lower asked if the safety issue 
could be separated from the beautification issue to help bring the cost of the beautification down. 

Betty Bingham, 1 E. Ocean Ave, asked how many areas in Ocean Ridge are lit and if the property value 
would be increased by doing a project in an area. 

Stella Kolb concurred with Mr. Lower and further stated any other person with safety issues should come 
forth and be taken care ofright away. She stated that the community should work together on beatification. 

Commissioner Besler asked if the price was encompassing of the entire process and what triggered the need 
for lighting. Mr. Emmanuel stated that it was all inclusive, and that it was triggered by the break-ins and 
residents inability to walk at night because they cannot see. Police Chief Hutchins stated that having a lit 
area is always beneficial and that a cost analysis needs to be done by the Town Commission. 

Mayor Coz suggested that Mr. Emmanuel meet with Town Manager Stevens, Police Chief Hutchins, and 
Building Official Cameron to discuss the safety issues. He suggested the separation of the safety issue and 
beautification improvements. 

Commissioner de Haseth asked for clarification on what their next steps would be, and Mayor Coz stated 
that the Sabal Island beautification would be considered at the April Town Commission Meeting after the 
improvements have been separated. 

Mr. Emmanuel asked if the approval for Colonial Ridge would prohibit them from getting funds this year. 
Mayor Coz responded that it would not because the Colonial Ridge project would go into the FY2 l budget 
year. 

Commissioner Besler moved to direct Town Manager Stevens to budget up to $10,000 for the 
Colonial Ridge beautification project in the FY21 budget; seconded by Commissioner Hurlburt. 
Motion carried 5-0. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder moved to defer the allocation for the Sabal Island beautification project to 
the April Town Commission Meeting; seconded by Commissioner Hurlburt. Motion carried 5-0. 
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Commissioner Besler asked if there were other areas in town that need beautification. Town Manager 
Stevens stated that a beautification plan can be done on areas that need improvements. Mayor Coz 
recommended that residents notify town staff of areas that need improvements. 

4. First Reading of Ordinance No. 2019-15: An Ordinance of the Town of Ocean Ridge, Florida, 
Amending Its Code of Ordinances By Amending Chapter 66, "Environmental Regulations", 
Article IV "Landscaping", Division 2 "Water Efficient Landscape", By Enacting Section 66-
142 "Artificial Turf/Synthetic Grass" To Provide For Regulations Regarding Artificial 
Turf/Synthetic Grass; Providing For Codification, Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances, 
Severability, and an Effective Date. (By: Town Attorney Shutt) 

Town Clerk Armstrong read Ordinance No. 2019-15 by title into the record. 

Town Attorney Shutt noted administrative changes were made to the amortization clause and that the 
variance process clause was removed. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment. 

Peter Burling, 7 Osprey drive, submitted his proposed ordinance for the record. He asked for the Town 
Commission to consider the alternative ordinance that would be a compromise from both perspectives and 
addresses the regulatory concerns of synthetic turf. 

Ted Ritota, 5 Hudson Avenue, congratulated the Garden Club for their Tropical Nights Gala Event. He 
asked Vice Mayor MaGruder to recuse himself from voting since he would be moving out of town. He also 
advised that there is scientific evidence for both arguments. Town Attorney Shutt advised that Vice Mayor 
MaGruder cannot recuse himself from voting unless there is a conflict of interest. Mayor Coz asked for 
clarification. Town Attorney Shutt stated that Vice Mayor MaGruder is required to vote on every motion 
unless there is a financial gain from the motion. Mr. Ritota asked if Vice Mayor MaGruder could vote 
"Present". Town Attorney Shutt responded that he could not because "Present" was not an action. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder stated he had done extensive research on synthetic turf, and noted that only a low 
percentage of the town currently had synthetic turf. He commended the residents for all the research done 
on the issue and stated that if no regulation was put in place, then people would rush to install synthetic 
turf. He raised the importance of protecting home rule. 

Mayor Coz explained that home rule grants exception and invited Mr. Peter Burling to explain further. Mr. 
Burling explained that the state can change laws at any time without any interfering. Town Attorney Shutt 
clarified home rnle and stated that the town can enact any law as long as it that does not contravene with 
State or County laws. He commented that there were cases where the state grants an exception to a law in 
place. Commissioner Besler asked for clarification. Town Attorney Shutt stated that the exception would 
be dependent on the language the state laws gives. Commissioner Besler asked for guidance. Town Attorney 
Shutt stated that staff would notice issues after the ordinance comes to play. 

Commissioner Besler stated that the ordinance does not clarify that synthetic turf cannot go over a drain 
field. Town Attorney Shutt stated there is a state law that does not allow synthetic turf over the drain field 
and that State laws preempts local laws. 

Commissioner Besler asked for a deferral to give more time to research about the actual effects of synthetic 
turf. Commissioner de Haseth stated that most of the ordinances within the town deal with aesthetics. 
Commissioner Besler stated that the synthetic turf issue should be considered a blight issue. 
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Mayor Coz referenced the alternate ordinance provided by Mr. Burling. Vice Chair MaGruder stated that a 
key component to the synthetic turf ordinance would be the requirement for a permit to install. He also 
commended Mr. Burling on his alternate ordinance. He suggested going back and changing the synthetic 
turf ordinance later. Commissioner Besler asked what would be the point of changing it later and not 
changing it before passed. He also asked if a Moratorium can be placed. Town Attorney Shutt stated that a 
moratorium cannot be placed because there are no current regulations. 

Commissioner de Haseth moved to approve Ordinance 2019-15 on second reading; seconded by 
Commissioner Hurlburt. Motion carried 3-2. 

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Besler: No 
Mayor Coz: No 
Commissioner de Haseth: Yes 
Commissioner Hurlburt: Yes 
Vice Mayor MaGruder: Yes 

5. Authorize Town Manager Stevens to Transfer Town Funds Between the General Operating 
Account and Money Market Account as Needed 

Town Manager Stevens read her memo into the record, which can be found in the Town Commission 
package. She suggested that a Commissioner signature be required when any transfers are done. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment, and there was none. 

Commissioner Besler moved to authorize Town Manager Stevens to Transfer Town Funds Between 
the General Operating Account and the Money Market Account as needed, and that a Commissioner 
signature be required for any transfers; seconded by Commissioner Hurlburt. Motion Carried 5-0. 

6. Resolution No. 2020-06: A Resolution of the Town Commission of the Town of Ocean Ridge, 
Florida, Amending the Adopted Schedule of Fees for Various Services and Providing an 
Effective Date (By: Town Manager Stevens) 

Mayor Coz read resolution 2020-06 into the record by title only. 

Town Manager Stevens read her report into the record, which can be found in the Town Commission 
Package. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment, and there was none. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder moved to approve Resolution 2020-06; seconded by Commissioner Hurlburt. 
Motion Carried 5-0. 

7. Approve the 2020 Budget Meeting Schedule (By: Town Manager Stevens) 
Town Manager Stevens read her memo into record, which can be found in the Town Commission package. 
Mayor Coz asked if all dates would have to be solidified. Town Manager Stevens stated all dates are final. 
Commissioner Hurlburt suggested changing the times of all meetings to begin at 2 p.m. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment, and there was none. 

Commissioner Hurlburt moved to approve the 2020 Budget Meeting Schedule as amended; seconded 
by Commissioner Besler. Motion Carried 5-0. 
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7.A. Resolution No. 2020-07: A Resolution of the Town Commission of the Town of Ocean Ridge, 
Florida, Declaring a State of Local Emergency; Repealing and Replacing Resolution No. 2020-
05; and Providing an Effective Date. 

Mayor Coz read resolution 2020-06 into the record by title only. 

Town Manager Stevens informed that the resolution was updated due to required language from the 
Department of Environmental Protection. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment, and there was none. 

Commissioner Besler moved to approve Resolution 2020-07; seconded by Vice Mayor MaGruder. 
Motion Carried 5-0. 

8. Town Manager 
Town Manager Stevens advised that her report is included in the meeting package, and reported on the 
following: 

• Staff has been working with DEP and the Department of Environmental Resources Management 
on permitting to replace our public beach crossover at Anna Street, and repair the Edith Street 
crossover that were damaged by recent storms and king tides that caused severe dune erosion, as 
well as temporary armoring permits for the homes at risk; however, we have run into several road 
blocks due to DEP regulations. Staff has been continuing to work diligently with DEP to resolve 
issues as quickly as possible to protect our residents' properties. 

• Please join us for the "Save the Seas - Plastic Free" event at Town Hall on Saturday, March 21st 
from 10:00 a.m. to 3 :00 p.m. 

• The annual financial audit process was around 98% completed. The Town Auditors provided the 
town with a draft audit report, and there were no findings in the report. The Town Auditor will 
present the final audit report to the Town Commission once it was completed. 

• The Town Manager serves as a member of the Coastal Resilience Partnership (CRP) Working 
Group, and she participated in the CRP bid evaluation meeting for the multi-jurisdictional climate 
change vulnerability assessment. After discussion and scoring by each member, the bid was 
awarded to Collective Water Resources to complete the vulnerability assessment. As part of the 
process, the CRP will be holding a series of workshops including a Mayor's Roundtable over the 
next several months to educate elected officials and other stakeholders regarding the vulnerability 
assessment initiative. 

• The Town of Gulf Stream appointed Town Manager Stevens as a member of their Audit Selection 
Committee. The committee met recently to review and approve the request for proposals, and will 
meet again once the bids were received in order to make a recommendation to the Town 
Commission. 

• The Town received FEMA grant funds for Hurricane Irma in the amount of $115,351.97. These 
funds will go directly into the reserve funds of the town at the end of the fiscal year. The Town was 
in the process of applying for FEMA grant funds to cover our expenses for Hurricane Dorian as 
well. 

Public Comment: Teny Brown, Harbour Drive South, asked if the homeowners with sand restoration 
projects would be able to have access to the beach from the Edith Street or Anna Street crossover. Town 
Manager Stevens stated that it would be dependent on the project and would be determined when the project 
is reviewed. 

9. Town Attorney 
Town Attorney Shutt stated that there was no report. 
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10. Police Chief 
Police Chief Hutchins advised that the Police Department repo1t was included in the meeting package and 
includes monthly police depaitment statistics. 

Mayor Coz asked about when the opening of the new fire station would be. Police Chief Hutchins stated 
that the new fae station was expected to open in April. 

Police Chief Hutchins stated that there has been a lot of posting on CivicReady and that was due to all the 
issues happening in town. He reminded residents to opt-in for CivicReady. 

Police Chief Hutchins advised that turtle season is approaching. He also reminded residents not to panic 
as more information was being gathered regarding the coronavirus and he informed of the symptoms. 

11. Building Official 
Building and Public Works Director Cameron advised that his report is included in the meeting package. 

TOWN COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:54 p.m. 
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